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EUCLOSURE (A)
HISTORY OF U.S.S. ANDERSON (DD411)

After commissioning on 19 May 1929 and shakedowvm in the Carribbean
this vessel reporied to the Pacifie Fieet in Aprii of 1940 and served with
that force until the sumner of 1941, at which time she reported again for
duty in the Atlantic, Three convoy trips to Iceland and ic Mid-Atlantic
rendezvous with Britich cscorts were made before 7 Deccmber 1941, At the
declaration of the war the ANDERSON, with BatDivTHREE, proceeded: to the
Pacific, and commenced overatinns with Carrier Tack Forces in the Battles
of MIDWAY, CORAL SEA, and SANTA CFUZ, which operations were punctuated wi-
th the sinkings of tue IIXINGTON, YOPRKTOMWN, WASF and HORNLCT, From these
carriers the ALDRSCN picked un almoqt lOOO o‘floors and men, During this
period there were four dostroyers from this vessel's squadron sunk, The
ANDERSON also covered the landing of the initial Aymy troops on Guadalca-
nal, She bombarded Japmrese positions there during the crossing of Benegi
River which resulted in the complete capture of Guadaleanal threc days la-
tor.

In March 1943, the ANDERSON rcturned to Mare Island for overhaul,

The ANDERSCN next participatcd in the Alcutian Campeign where she
bombarded Kiska, The ANDERSCN then proceceded to New Zealand and escorted
the 2nd Merine Dirvision to Tarawa and rendered close fire support. She
thon returned +o San Diego and escorted the 4Ath Marine Division to Kwaja-
Lein but enroute while bombarding Wotje she was hit by a 155 MM shore bate-
tery killing the Commanding Officer and .five othors, and wounded eighteen
more, The ANDERSON struck an uncharted pinnacle in Kwajalein lagoon while
transferring wounded and had to be towed to Pearl Harbor for repairs,

Upon completion of repairs in June of 1944, the ANDERSON joined the
Seventh Abphibious Force which oporated as pa~t of the Seventh Fleet and
participated in the Sauscpor, Morotal, and Leyte opcrations, During the
latter operation she was heavily damaged when a Japaneso bemb-carrying
plane erashed on deck killing thirteen men, five missing in action, and
twenty-one wounded., The ARDERSON then returned to Hunter's Point, San
Francisco, California; for repairs. ‘

Upon completion of overhaul the ANDERSON reported to the Ninth Fleet,
operating in the Als:tine areay, where she participated in flve anti-ship-
ing sweeps in ths (kaotsk Sea and in five bombarlients of the Kurile Is-
lands, After the cessavion of hostilitics the ANDEWSON participated with
the North Pacific Force in the Cecupation of Northern Honshu, Japan,

During this period the ANDERSON claims 16 enomy aircraft destroyed.

There have been 32 awards of the Purple Heart 6 awards of the Bronze
Star Medal, and 9 Commendation Ribbons received by persomnel of this ves-
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